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1. What areas of research do we 
fund?

2. How do we decide what gets 
funded?

3. How will the research we fund 
bring us closer to a cure?



Funding the highest quality 
research

• MS Society funds approximately $11-13M of MS 
research each year, largely conducted in Canada

• Overall, since 1948, MS Society has provided over 
$160M of funding for MS research and researchers in 
Canada

• Thanks in part to this support, Canada has developed 
a pipeline of exceptional MS researchers and has 
become a leading contributor to discovery in the field 
of MS



Areas of interest



Basic Science 
Drug 

Discovery 
Clinical 
Trials

Health 
Canada 

Approval 



Applications are 
submitted by 

researchers and 
checked for 

completeness 

Grant review 
committees and 

chairs are selected

Applications are 
assigned to 

reviewers based on 
expertise 

Applications are 
reviewed at home 
and comments are 
submitted online

Decision Making Process



Committees meet 
in person to 

discuss  comments 
and score each 

application

Scores are 
reviewed and a 

cut-off for funding 
is identified

Funding decisions 
are brought 

forward by the 
chairs to Medical 

Advisory 
Committee (MAC)

MAC presents final 
recommendation 

for funding to 
Board of Directors

Decision Making Process





Funding 
announcements 
and notifications

Review comments 
are sent back to 
the applicants

Grant agreements 
are issued and 

signed
Progress reporting

Decision Making Process



Research Priorities Discussion











• Reduce relapse disability
• Reduce relapse rate

• Reduce rate of progression
• Stop progression
• Reverse progression

11 therapies approved 
in Canada with more 
in the pipeline

0 therapies available 





Forming collaborations to 
accelerate research





MS Wellness Survey





Hermès Canada | MS Society Wellness Research 
Innovation Grant

Objective: To fund projects that aims to translate research findings into 
innovative wellness solutions that will improve health and quality of life for 
people affected by MS. 

Amount: $40,000 per grant

Results:

• 11 pre-applications received

• Applicants must address feedback from MS Wellness Survey

• Subject to review by wellness expert committee – 3 applications selected
• Areas of focus include: integrated care, self-management tools, physical 

activity programs & rehabilitation, and wearable technology/mobile apps
• Notification of successful applicants: October 2016





Vitamin D



Stem cell treatment for multiple sclerosis



Stem cells 101



Stem cell treatment for MS



• Aim: To test if infusion of a person’s own mesenchymal stem 
cells can control inflammation in multiple sclerosis, promote 
repair of damaged areas in the brain and spinal cord, and is 
safe.

• Phase II, randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled cross-
over study. 

• 40 participants 

• 2 sites: 
– The Ottawa Hospital 

– Health Sciences Centre Winnipeg

MESCAMS



Design: Two treatment groups:
• Participants receive stem cell infusion at beginning of study, 

then placebo (mock treatment) infusion 24 weeks later (early 
treatment)

• Participants receive placebo infusion at beginning of the study, 
then stem cell infusion 24 weeks later (late treatment)

Progress to Date:
• Study is ongoing
• 10 participants enrolled at Ottawa site; 3 have completed study
• 2 participants enrolled at Winnipeg site
• www.msresearch.ca

MESCAMS

http://www.msresearch.ca/


Canadian BMT Study 
(i.e. “rebooting” the immune system)

Key findings

• IAHSCT led to no new relapses or brain lesions in 23 of 24 participants on long-
term follow-up.

• 70% of participants showed no sign of disability progression.

• 40% of participants experienced unexpected recovery of function.

• One participant died of complications.

Status of treatment in Canada

• Ottawa Hospital is accepting referrals for eligible patients for this procedure. 
People living with MS are encouraged to speak to their neurologist if they are 
exploring this treatment option.

• Intended for select group of people with highly aggressive inflammatory MS that is 
unresponsive to treatment

Lancet, 2016



• Cell-based therapeutic strategies under investigation, with different 
risks, benefits and goals.

• IAHSCT clinical trials suggest procedure is effective in active 
relapsing remitting MS:

– 10 trials completed to date generally suggest long-term disease 
stabilization or improvement, especially in people with highly 
active disease activity and relatively recent onset.

– Procedure considered experimental at this stage, full effects and 
safety under review

• Mesenchymal stem cell therapy currently undergoing evaluation in 
international clinical trials

Research Landscape



• MS Updates

• MS Research Summaries

• Blog: www.drkarenlee.ca

• Twitter: @Dr_KarenLee

• MS Research & Research in Action e-bulletin


