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Dementia: A Public Health Priority

Worldwide, nearly 35.6 million people
live with dementia.

This number is expected to double by
2030 (65.7 million) and more than triple
by 2050 (115.4 million).

Dementia affects people in all countries,
with more than half (58%) living in low-
and middle-income countries. By 2050,
thisis likely to rise to more than 70%.

Treatingand caring for people with
dementiacurrently costs the world
more than US$ 604 billion per year.
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The growth in numbers of people with dementia
in high income countries and low and middle income countries
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Worldwide Costs of Dementia

If dementia care were a country, it
would be the world’s 18th largest

economy, ranking between Turkey
and Indonesia.

If dementia care were a company, it
would be the world’s largest by
annual revenue exceeding Wal-
Mart (US$414 billion) and Exxon
Mobil (US$311 billion).
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Reducing stigma

The report points to a general lack of
information and understanding about
dementia.

This fuels stigma, which in turn

the person with dementia and their
caregivers,and can lead to delays in
seeking diagnosis, health assistance and
social support.

contributes to the social isolation of both
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Support for caregivers
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Strengthening care is also key. In every
region of the world, most caregiving is
provided by informal caregivers - spouses,
adult children, other family members and
friends.

The report notes that people who care for
a person with dementia are themselves
particularly prone to mental disorders, such
as depression and anxiety, and are often in
poor physical health themselves.

Improving Early Diagnosis
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Lack of diagnosis is a major problem.
Evenin high-income countries, only one
fifth to one half of cases of dementiaare

routinely recognized. &
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When a diagnosis is made, it often p - )
comes at a relatively late stage of the ,?r N\ \ ”
disease.




Solution: The call for a national dementia plan
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Advocacy
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Successful advocacy efforts
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Our efforts
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