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Can We Truly Create 

Homes Where People Want 

to Live, Work & Visit ñ

Without Letting Rules and 

Regulations Driving 

Policies and Practices?



First . . .

The 
Terminology
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The Evidence

https:// acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:3804

2fa3-75df-402c-a7c5-fd93736980e4



Person-centred Care
Emotion-centred care 

Other . . .

Models of Care
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We need to think about 

Designing for Dementia . . . 

AND Engaging in Life and 

Living

YES - BUT 

HOW?

Can We Truly Create Homes Where People Want to Live, 

Work & Visit ñWithout Letting Rules and Regulations Drive 

Policies and Practices?



Now for the trailer for a 10-season series 
on how to create the best of the best for 
our residents in care environments
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HOME
The Focus Must Be On: 
A Life Worth Living
Buildings PLUS Inner Activity & 
Workings ςWhich includes Rules & 
Regulations
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Have these R & Rs taken 
what is known about brain 
and behaviour into 
account?

Have designers, policy 
makers, and operators 

taken what is know about 
dementia, brain and 

behaviour into account?

Key Question
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Key elements of òhomeó should focus on:

+
the people who live here, including:
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REALLY???

Remember this when designing 

homes & programs for dementia

Dementia
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Designing homes, 
interventions & 

programs for dementia 
must take brain & 

behaviour into account 
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A lot of what we see is not because 

of dementia ï it is disuse



Use it or lose it!
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To create homes where people want to live, work and visit . . .
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Calkins, 2004; Morgan-Brown & Chard, 2014
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Lawton (1977)
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Exceeds Capacity
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Research Recommends Dignified
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Dining. Which is better?
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Based on Lawton (1973)



The 
environment 
needs to be 
set up for 

success with 
positive 

environmental 
triggers

Elliot, G. (2026)  DementiAbility 



Elliot, G. (2026)  DementiAbility 

KEY MESSAGES:  Evidence-based (brain & behaviour)
Knowledge-informed staff/dementia competency/Leadership

familiar


