
Responding to the Rising 
Tide with Canadian 
Knowledge Translation 



Why   

Responding to the rising tide of dementia 

Context   

The culture and context of Canadian Knowledge Translation 

How   
CDKTN setting the stage for Knowledge Translation development 







500,000 Canadians 

71,000+ under the 

age of 65 

72% woman 

Dementia 
in Canada 



The number of 

new cases in 

2038 is expected 

to be 2.5 times 

that for 2008 

Dementia in Canada 



one new case every 5 minutes 

NOW 
Dementia in Canada 



one new case every 2 minutes 

WITHIN A GENERATION 



The ripple effect  

of dementia 



Family is the cornerstone 

of care, but their need for 
support is often overlooked 

40% to 75% caregivers 

experience psychological 
problems 

Prevalence of clinical 
depression among 

caregivers is 15 to 32% 



hours spent on 
informal care is 

expected to more 

than triple 



Annual Economic Burden 

Monetary economic burden to reach approximately $97 billion 
Opportunity costs of informal caregivers add a further $56 billion 

Within one generation $15 billion to $153 billion 



Recommendations for Action 

How to stem the tide 



A clear recognition of the 
important role played by 

informal caregivers 



An increased recognition of the 

importance of prevention 

and early intervention 



18th Century Health Care 

in the 21st Century 



An accelerated investment in all 

areas of dementia research 



Greater integration of care and 

increased use of chronic disease 

prevention and management 



A strengthening of Canada's 

dementia workforce 



How Do We Get There? 

Knowledge Translation in Canada 



Canadian Dementia Knowledge 
Translation Network (CDKTN) 



Education 
and 

Training 



Knowledge Exchange 



Patient and Caregiver 



Working in the white space 



The CDKTN will contribute to the transformation 
of the health system by: 

Building Capacity 

Fostering Innovation 

Ensuring Continuous Quality Improvement 



Video Clip:Food Inc. Dir. Robert Kenner. Writ. Robert Kenner, 

Elise Pearlstein, Kim Roberts. Perfs. Gary Hirshberg, Michael 

Pollan, Troy Roush, Joel Salatin, Eric Schlosser. 2008. DVD. 

Magnolia Home Entertainment, 2009. 



“Here is Edward Bear, coming 

downstairs now, bump, 

bump, bump, on the back 

of his head, behind 

Christopher Robin. It is, as far 

as he knows, the only way of 

coming downstairs, but 

sometimes he feels that 

there really is another way, 

if only he could stop 

bumping for a moment and 

think of it” 



Quality Improvement 

Performance Improvement 

Networking 

Knowledge Exchange Platforms 

Knowledge Brokering 





In-person 



Virtual 



Communities 

of Practice 



Knowledge Brokering in Canada 



Knowledge Brokering  

Core Competencies 



Exchange: 

What is one of your information needs?  

What is it? 

Why is it? 

What would it help you to do? 



Brokering: 

Where might you find that information?  

Where is it? 

How do you access it? 

Who can help? 



Reflection: 

How was the experience of focused time  

for sharing? 

What could improve these exchanges? 

Now what? 



Promoting Action on Research Implementation in 

Health Services (PARiHS Framework) 

Knowledge Transfer and Exchange Cycle 

Knowledge to Action Process / Framework 

Network Theory 



Continuous 
Environmental 
Scanning 



Dementia Online Footprint 



Video Clip:Ghost Town. Dir. David Koepp. Writ. David Koepp, 

John Kamps. Perfs. Ricky Gervais, Greg Kinnear, Téa Leoni. 

2008. DVD. DreamWorks Home Entertainment, 2008. 



Connect with us: 

Megan Harris: harris@gestaltcollective.com  

Elizabeth Lusk: lusk@gestaltcollective.com 

Sarah Clark: clark@dementiaknowledgebroker.ca 

Ken LeClair: leclairk@providencecare.ca 

Neil Chahal: neil.chahal@ubc.ca 
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